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This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 



1 ' ^ because they relate to subfect 9 maUer not required to be searched by this Authority, namely; 



Although claims 44 and 51 encompass a surgical method earned out on the human 
or animal body, the search has been carried out as if such a step were not 
included. 

° * /%% Claims Nos ' ^ ' 9 u 

because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically: 

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210 



3 * ^ because t°hey are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 
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This International Searching Authority 1ound multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 

see additional sheet 

1 . I I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers ail 
' ' searchable claims. 

2. PI As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 

of any additional fee. 

3. I j As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 
' covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. [~7l No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered b 



i by claims Nos.: 

1-51 (all partially) 



Remark on Protest Q The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

j | No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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Continuation of Box II.l 
Claims Nos.: 44,51 

Rule 39.1(iv) PCT - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by 
surgery (claims 44,51) 



Continuation of Box I I. 2 
Claims Nos.: 9,20,45 



Claim 9 refers to the use of at least two of the given genes as markers. 
Said claim is unclear and inconcise (Art. 6 PCT) in that it encompasses a 
huge number of embodiments (the different choices of any two from the 
total in the group) such that a meaningful search is impossible. As the 
description appears to provide no specific embodiments in which btq iu 
NO.l has been used in combination with other genes, no search was 
carried out for claim 9. 

In claim 20, the sequences to be analysed are not defined, and it is not 
immediately apparent which sequences are intended. Therefore, said claim 
is unclear (Art. 6 PCT) and cannot be searched. 

Claim 45 is unclear (Art. 6 PCT) to the extent that no meaningful search 
is possible across the entire scope of the claim. Said claim relates to 
a nucleic acid molecule that is not defined in terms of its technical 
features, but only with respect to a vaguely defined chemical treatment. 
Furthermore the term "derived from" is vague and open to interpretation. 
The only sequences derived from SEQ ID NO.l that are clear from the 
application are those defined by SEQ ID Nos 304, 305, 420 and 421, these 
being possible results of a bisulfite treatment. However, as such 
subject-matter has been searched in respect of other claims (e.g. claim 
46), no search is provided for claim 45. 

It should be noted that claims 27, 32, 38, 43 and 43b refer to a large 
number of sequences to be used in the claimed method; said claims have 
been searched only with respect to the method as such. The sequences per 
se have not been searched. 



The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EP0 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 



International Application No. PCT/ US2G04/ G20336 



FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210 



before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried 

out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8*5) 5 

should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome. 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 

Invention 1: Claims 1-51 (all partially) 

A nucleic acid comprising at least 9 or 16 contiguous 
nucleotides of a "treated" DNA sequence consisting of SEQ ID 
No. 304, 305 3 420 or 421 or sequences complementary thereto; 
a method for detecting and/or detecting and distinguishing 
between or among colorectal cell proliferative disorders 
comprising contacting genomic DNA with (a) reagent (s) that 
distinguish methylated and non-methylated CpG di nucleotides 
within at least one or at least two target region(s) of the 
genomic DNA that comprises at least one CpG di nucleotide 
sequence, in particular wherein said at least one target 
region comprises or hybridizes to at least 16 contiguous 
nucleotides of the sequence defined by SEQ ID N0.1; a method 
for detecting and/or detecting and distinguishing between or 
among colorectal cell proliferative disorders comprising 
determining the expression levels at least of the gene 
defined by SEQ ID NO. 1; a method for detecting and/or 
detecting and distinguishing between or among colorectal 
cell proliferative disorders comprising the ability of a 
.methyl ati on-sensitive restriction enzyme to cleave a target 
genomic DNA, wherein said target nucleic acid comprises or 
hybridizes to at least 16 contiguous nucleotides of the 
sequence defined by SEQ ID N0.1. 



Invention 2: Claims 1-51 (all partially) 

A nucleic acid comprising at least 9 or 16 contiguous 
nucleotides of a "treated 11 DNA sequence consisting of SEQ ID 
No. 306, 307, 422 or 423 or sequences complementary thereto; 
a method for detecting and/or detecting and distinguishing 
between or among colorectal cell proliferative disorders 
comprising contacting genomic DNA with (a) reagent (s) that 
distinguish methylated and non-methylated CpS di nucleotides 
within at least one or at least two target region(s) of the 
genomic DNA that comprises at least one CpG di nucleotide 
sequence, wherein said at least one target region comprises 
or hybridizes to at least 16 contiguous nucleotides of the 
sequence defined by SEQ ID NO. 2; a method for detecting 
and/or detecting and distinguishing between or among 
colorectal cell proliferative disorders comprising 
determining the expression levels at least of the gene 
defined by SEQ ID NO. 2; a method for detecting and/or 
detecting and distinguishing between or among colorectal 
cell proliferative disorders comprising the ability of a 
methyl ati on-sensitive restriction enzyme to cleave a target 
genomic DNA, wherein said target nucleic acid comprises or 
hybridizes to at least 16 contiguous nucleotides of the 
sequence defined by SEQ ID NO. 2* 
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210 

Inventions 3-64: Claims: 1-51 (all partially) ! 

As invention 2, for genomic sequences 3-64 and their 
corresponding "treated" sequences. 
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